


Welcome



This evening

Introduction to 
Neighbourhood 
Planning

What’s involved Answering your 
questions



Neighbourhood Planning

• Introduced by 2011 Localism Act
• Allows local communities (led by Parish Councils) to plan for where they live
• BUT, there are provisos

• Must comply with:
• European Directives / Legislation (despite Brexit)
• National Legislation (Planning & Other)
• National Planning Policy
• Local Strategic Policy

• So, can help inform, direct and shape development
• BUT YOU CANNOT STOP DEVELOPMENT THAT’S ALREADY APPROVEDED



Who’s Doing Them
• 55 across Babergh and Mid Suffolk
• including:

• Copdock & Washbrook
• Bentley
• Woolverstone

Wherstead



The Process
Area 

Designation

Draft Plan 
Preparation & 
Consultation

Submission to 
Local 

Authority

Further 
Consultation & 
Examination

Parish 
Referendum

Plan adopted 
(“made”)



The Detail
• You need to involve the community

• Taking the community with you
• Keeping them engaged and informed
• Don’t take things for granted
• Aiming for the YES vote at the end of the 

process
• Plan must be based on evidence

• Evidence gathering needed before Plan can be 
written



• Planning Policies must
• Conform with the Local Plan and 

National Planning Policies
• Be deliverable
• Be supported by evidence
• Have regard to statutory designations
• Must relate to development for which 

planning permission would be required

• Non-planning related matters?
• Plans can include “community actions” 

along with planning policies

The Detail



Adding Value

• Identifying local characteristics that the Local Plan 
cannot do

• Protecting open spaces
• Identifying important local buildings
• Providing opportunities to identify projects for 

the community



Is it worth it?

• Pros:
• Provides much more certainty and greater 

detail that a Local Plan can cover
• Helps draw the community together

• Cons:
• Is it too late?
• Can’t stop recent permissions
• Objections to new Local Plan must be 

pursued that way and not by producing a 
different Neighbourhood Plan



Any questions so far?



The Project

• Information Gathering
• Identify Issues
• Agree Options
• Consult on Options (if necessary)
• Write the Plan
• Consult on the Plan
• Submit it and supporting documents to District Council

• Average time to get to here = 18 months

• Post-submission takes around 6 months



Consultation is Key
• Gathering information
• Keeping people informed
• Getting their vote

• Early stages 
• Information gathering 
• Informing
• Getting feedback

• Draft Plan
• Formal consultation constrained by Regulations

• Referendum
• “Don’t forget to vote” – cannot persuade to vote “yes”

Surveys
Website

Newsletters
Drop‐in events



Content

THE 
PLAN

Surveys

Data

Government 
& local 
policy



Any questions so far?



What do cherish 
about Wherstead?

Click on “Chat” and enter comments



What would you like 
to see improved?

Click on “Chat” and enter comments



Your Aspirations?
1. What sort of place would you like Wherstead to be in five, ten… years’ 

time, still a village, a suburb of Ipswich?

2. Should we encourage new housing development to help with the 
housing shortage, if yes what type of housing and where in the village?

3. Do we want further business development around the village? The Joint 
Local Plan defines an area next to Wherstead Park for development and 
the old Stevins site under the bridge is a brownfield site owned by 
Pigeon, but it is in the middle of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
and the Food Enterprise Zone. 

4. Are there issues around Roads, Traffic, Parking, Footpaths and 
Bridleways we should be considering?

5. What are the concerns around Anti-Social behaviour?

6. Are there environmental issues that we should be addressing; pollution, 
renewables?

7. Preservation of wildlife and its habitat.

8. Are there things we would like to see to build village life, clubs, 
community activities?



What next?
• Household Survey

• Collecting other relevant information

• Identify Options

• Consult on Options if necessary

• Write the Plan

• Consult on the Plan



Neighbourhood 
Planning
Support Service

Ian Poole
Managing Director
Places4People Planning Consultancy



About Places4People

• Established in 2015
• Specialising in Neighbourhood Plan preparation
• Six Plans complete 
• A further six at referendum this year
• Retained by South Cambridgeshire and Thanet Councils to 

provide Neighbourhood Plan support

About me
• Former local government Planning Manager
• Responsible for Planning Policy, Conservation, Landscape 

and Urban Design Team
• Spells as Head of Planning
• International Cycle Race Commissaire (referee)



Any final questions?

Thank you for joining the meeting this evening


